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Richard’s Faith Reflection…. 

In the midst of all of the chaos we have been living with, and the challenges of being the 

Church in a socially-distanced world, the mission of the Church is unchanged. Historically we 

know that not long after Jesus gave this commission the early church found itself in the throes 

of persecution, and yet it survived….and grew! We are inspired in the ways we can witness the 

church even today being faithful in it’s mission in spite of the challenges that may come.  We 

work to make disciples for Jesus Christ in ALL seasons. 

Last November I was approached by Deborah Wade, seeking out a calling she was feeling on her life to be a 

servant in ministry. In December she took a conference-sponsored training on Lay Servant Ministry. When 

completed, Deborah spent some time processing and, this past Spring she met with me again and said she felt her 

heart directed to pursue a certification as a United Methodist Lay Minister in the Texas Conference. She has since 

begun the journey of taking the classes necessary to complete that certification and looks to possibly complete her 

requirements by the end of 2020. She will then await approval and eventually get her certification from the Texas 

Conference. Along the way she is working under a sub group of church members and myself for her mentoring and 

process. 

An official part of the process is to have her home church recommendation as a candidate for Certified Lay Ministry. 

This is to be completed with a Church Conference Meeting now set for Sunday, July 12, at 10:00 AM in the 

Family Life Center dining hall. Given the circumstances of our COVID-19 concerns, persons who are full members 

of the church but not in attendance can vote by proxy via text. Upon presentation of Deborah for recommendation 

you can text your name and then vote YES to continue her as a candidate or NO to oppose her candidacy. One vote 

per name, please. We will stream this meeting via Facebook Live so members will know when and how to vote. 

Specific details of how to text vote will be sent out to members by email and posted on our Facebook Group page. 

For more information on what a United Methodist Certified Lay Minister does and what it requires, please use this 

link to explore the far right column: 

Certified Lay Minister Info Sheet (click here if viewing online) 

Or go to website: https://gbod-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy/Laity/LSM_InfoSheet2016.pdf  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Richard Luna 
richard@pleasantretreat.org 

“Go therefore and make disciples…”           — Matthew 28:19 (NRSV) 

Special Announcement!! 
Starting Sunday, July 5th, there will only be one service on Sunday 

mornings at 11:00am.  Please see page 2 for more details.  

https://gbod-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy/Laity/LSM_InfoSheet2016.pdf
mailto:richard@pleasantretreat.org


PRUMC Vacation Bible School UPDATE: 
AT THIS TIME, WE HAVE DECIDED TO CANCEL VBS FOR THIS YEAR.  ANY DONATIONS RECEIVED SO 

FAR WILL BE APPLIED TO NEXT YEAR’S EVENT.   

Music – And its Best Instrument: Our Voice 
  

Of our many attributes as humans, I think God created us to be “instruments” with the ability to sing 
and make music, most notably with our voices. Music is an important part of worship and praise to 
God, so it only seems fitting that scripture verses about music can be found throughout scripture.  
Rejoice in the sound through this collection of Scripture verses about music! 

  

Psalm 95:1 Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
  

Ephesians 5:18b-19 Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. 
Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord. 
  

Colossians 3:16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
  

Here are a few for you to look up on your own time:  2 Chronicles 5:13; Psalm 40:3; Psalm 49:4; Psalm 98: 1-7; Psalm 150: 1-5; 
Hebrews 2:12 
  

No matter the style of music you like best, God knows your heart as you “Sing Praises to the Lord, all the Earth.” 
  

See you “in” worship. 
-Otis 

 
UMW will host a movie night 

August 7th at 6PM. We will be 
watching War Room. More details 
to follow.  Come and bring friends!  

More details 
coming soon.  

Pastoral Announcement to the Congregation:  
• Please remember that there is a personal responsibility on each of us to do all that we can to do "no 

harm" to ourselves and others, especially with the spike in virus activity socially. Please wear a mask to 
and from church, and if you wish to not wear in the pew that will be your choice. Remember also to 
check your temperature, wash hands often, and use sanitizer as well as practice safe distancing. Now is 
NOT the time to overlook this.  

• Starting Sunday, July 5, we will move to one worship service at 11:00 AM each Sunday. This will be a 
blended service with in-person and online options for all of you. You can choose how to participate. 
This will continue until the end of August unless another announcement is made.  

• Starting Sunday, July 12, at 10 AM there will be a Sunday School Fellowship in the FLC Dining Hall with 
coffee and doughnuts, and we will continue for July and August. Your Sunday School representative will 
advise you when or not if your Sunday School class will be meeting. If not, you are welcome to stay for 
time with the pastor.  

• Also on July 12, at 10 AM in the FLC we will have a live church conference time where we will entertain 
a recommendation of Deborah Wade as a candidate for Certified Lay Ministry in the United Methodist 
Church (see my newsletter article). Please either be in person or connect online so you will get 
instructions on how to vote either in person or by text when a vote is called for.  



Mary Hand: 
Norris Buie 

Orvice & Anita Rozell 
Sue Smith 

Neoma Wilkerson SS Class 

June Memorial Donations: 

Nell Smith: 
Sue Smith 

Hal McFarland: 
Norris Buie 

Ron & Ann Allen 
Bethesda UMC  

Irene Cely SS Class 
Kenneth & Beth Cook 

Tom & Linda Cox 
The family of  

Pete & Shirley Elrod 
John & Margaret Hall 

Jane Hills 
Sue Hooper 

Sam Murphy went to be with our Lord on the 
afternoon of June 25, 2020. He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 67 years, Minnie, and is 
survived by two sons, Dennis L. Murphy and his 
wife Carmen, and a grandson Dennis, Jr., and Jerry 
R. Murphy and his wife Bridget and two 

granddaughters Lydia and Alison.  A celebration of his life will 
take place on Thursday, July 2, beginning at 10:00am at New 
Emmaus Cemetery. The family will welcome friends for a time of 
visitation before the service begins, from 9:00-10:00 am.  Sam's 
family has requested in lieu of flowers donations may be made to 
Mustard Seed Ministry, 1420 N. Church Ave., Tyler, TX 75702. 

Graveside services for Curtis Wilbur Evans, 87, of 
Tyler were held on Saturday, June 13, 2020 at 
10:00 a.m. at Cathedral in the Pines Cemetery in 
Tyler with Rev. Richard Luna and Rev. Meg Taylor 
officiating under the direction of Stewart Family 
Funeral Home.  Curtis Evans met his Lord face to 
face on Sunday, June 7, 2020. He proudly served 

his country in the Air Force during the Korean War and was 
stationed in Guam. Mr. Evans became a country club manager, 
where he received many honors and served as President of the 
Tennessee chapter of Club Managers for 4 years. He and Joyce 
relocated to Tyler in 1976 to open the Western Sizzlin’ Steak 
House, and retired in 1991. He volunteered for P.A.T.H. and was 
an active member of Pleasant Retreat United Methodist Church. 
Curtis was the type of man that truly made an impact in the lives 
of the people he met and loved. He had a servant’s heart, was 
generous and never missed an opportunity to help others. He 
rarely met a stranger, held his friends and family close to his 
heart and his absence will be felt by many.  He is survived by his 
loving family including his wife of 62 years, Joyce Evans; his 
brother, Dan Evans; his special brother-in-law, Richard Stephens; 
his children and their spouses, Charles and Yumei Evans, and 
Richard and Vicky Pittman; his grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and many nephews and nieces.  In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to The Hospice of East Texas Foundation, 4111 
University Blvd., Tyler, TX 75701 or Pleasant Retreat United 
Methodist Church, 417 CR 1143, Tyler, TX 75704.  

Cheryl Ellis: 
Ron & Ann Allen 
Tom & Linda Cox 

Bruce & Barbara Hale 
Priscilla Holt 

Alvia & Linda Land 
Harry & Lea McKnight 

Robert & Leslie Moorehead 
The Ryan Family 

Cheryl Ellis was born October 16, 1965 in 
Houston, Texas. She passed away on Monday, 
June 22, 2020 at the age of 54.  Cheryl grew up 
in Elysian Fields, Texas and graduated from 
Elysian Fields high school and did some college 
studies.  Working several jobs, Cheryl eventually 
was a contracted driver for the Postal Service for 

over 30 years.  Her full-time work was in her devotion to her 
home and family. Cheryl gave her self to her family, her friends, 
her community and to her church.  Cheryl was a long-time 
member of Pleasant Retreat United Methodist Church, and her 
devotion to Christ and the mission of the church was evident in 
her attendance and involvement. She was especially committed 
to ministries with Children, serving as a regular Sunday School 
and VBS volunteer. She loved doing crafts and projects with 
children and was especially good in making the one-on-one 
contact needed for each child to feel included.  Cheryl’s passion 
for children carried over in her devotion to supply every child 
she ever knew or sensed to be in need of clothing, toys, or 
essential supplies. Her actions to “show up” with offerings of 
any need was well known to family and acquaintances. Usually 
with no option but to accept, and never for recognition or 
return.  Cheryl’s joy for life and straight forward 
encouragements will be greatly missed. Her selfless care and 
devotion have made a huge impression on many who lived and 
did life with her.   Cheryl is survived by her loving family 
including her husband John Ellis; her brother, John Kelley; her 
sister, Samantha Tate; her sister Georgette Shah; her sister 
Wendy Andrews; her daughter, Ashley Ellis; and her son and 
daughter-in-law, Chris and Leslie Barton. Her grandkids Lily 
Barton, Alex Barton, Thomas Barton and Isabella Ellis. Also, her 
nephew Noah Tate, her niece Katherine Tate, and her nephew 
Jonathan Self.  In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to 
Children’s Ministry at Pleasant Retreat United Methodist 

Church, 417 CR 1143, Tyler, TX 75704. 
 

The Ellis/Tate family would like to thank everyone for all 
their support in this very difficult time.  We appreciate all 
the phone calls, texts, help with the memorial service and 
above all, prayers.  Thank you to our church family from the 
bottom of our hearts! 

Mary Jane Huggins: 
Harry & Lea McKnight 

Robbie Ott 

Sherry Blanford: 
Kathryn Hetherly Ronald & Linda Hunter 

Maxine Jeffcoat 
Harry Johnson 
Richard Luna 

Shirley McFarland 
Harry & Lea McKnight 

Robbie Ott 
Sue Smith 

Clifton & Tammy Stidham 

Curtis Evans: 



Roger Rowland 
Clyde Rozell 
Orvice Rozell 

Jill Seale 
Beverly Somes 
Dorothy Spath 

Jen Stapf 
Herman Stidham 
Jessica Stidham 
Tammy Stidham 

Brenda Taylor 
Laura Tedford 
Drew Webb 

Susan Wilbur 
Nancy Wiley 

Betty Williams 
Fred & Kathryn Worthen 

Steve & Kathy Wright 

Address: 417 CR 1143, Tyler, TX, 75704 

Phone: 903-592-7183  |  Website: www.PleasantRetreat.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/prumctyler 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgOPKchgnLj3rdiF-32XhaA 
 

If you have questions, email the office.  We will do our best to get back to 

you within 24 hours.  secretary@pleasantretreat.org 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Richard Luna, Pastor 

Otis Naron, Music Director 

Jeremy Dick, Youth Director 

Rani Wiley, Children’s / Nursery Director 

Johnnie Russell, Pianist 

Lindsay Brubaker, Secretary 

Current Prayer Concerns 
Please keep these individuals in your prayers throughout the week. 

Chris Evans & Family 
Stephanie Forbes 

Margaret Hall  
Tracy Hall 
PJ Hanke 

Larry Hartman 
Diana & Steve Herring 

Priscilla Holt 
Pauline Isham 

Ashley & David McCarty 
Cheryl McFarland 
Anthony McGee 
Sharon Moncrief 

The family of Sam Murphy 
Bobby & Katie Niccum 

Mark Powell 
Sharon Pursley 
Ruby Randall 

Sarah & Marvin Richter 

Ann Allen 
Gilbert Arteaga 

Bob Baker 
Suzanne Baker 

Bill & Wilma Blackstock 
Sydney Broyles 
Elton Cardwell 
Mary Caldwell 
Katie Calicutt 

Cami Clements 
Tonja Collinsworth 

Patricia Coplan 
Julie Darden 
Chris Dean 

Don Dickson 
Carrie Donaghey 

Rita Dunn 
The family of Cheryl Ellis 

The family of Curtis Evans 

Please let the office know if you have additions or removals to/from the prayer list:  
secretary@pleasantretreat.org 

For pastoral emergencies call 903-787-0585. 

Sidelined Saints:     
Jim Fairbanks 
Lynda Fowler 

Margaret McFarland      
Dona Wilkerson 

 
Military Personnel:   

Jay Dunklin 
Mitchell Moorehead 

Jackson Smith   
Ryan Stidham 
Daniel Westall 

VFA-11 Squadron 


